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St. Andrew’
Presbyterian hosts
Synod
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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian hosts Synod

On October 16 and 17, St. Andrew’s Sherbrooke hosted the 149" meeting of the Synod of Québec
and Eastern Ontario. The Synod usually meets every two years and hosting is rotated between the
churches that make us this synod in The Presbyterian Church in Canada. It consists of five
presbyteries: Québec, Montréal, Seaway-Glengarry, Ottawa and Lanark & Renfrew. Synod also
supervised the work of two camps: Gracefield in West Québec and Camp d’action biblique in the
Eastern Townships.

The conference style format opened with a communion service led by the out-going moderator Rev.
Gerry Gallant from Perth, Ontario. The in-coming moderator, Rev. Katherine Burgess from St.
Andrew’s Québec City, chaired the other events which included worship times as well as business
meetings.

The key-note speaker was Martin Bellerose, a native Québecer who holds a bachelor’s and master’s
degree from the Université de Montréal. His doctorate, however, is from the Universidad Javeriana
in Bogota, Columbia, where he lived for eight years. For the past five years he has worked as a
professor in the Institut d’étude et de recherche théologique en interculturalité, migration et
mission , better known buy its abbreviation [IERTIMM.

The theme of the synod was to focus on the importance of “Voices and Perspectives of the Global
Church” and Dr. Bellerose illustrated his talk with his own first-hand experience as an immigrant in
Columbia. Throughout the three sessions, Bellerose spoke of the concept of hospitality as seen
through a biblical lens. He reminded us that hospitality in one culture may not resonate with
another. In the community of God, we need to look for commonalities and also accept people as
they are. Hospitality is a two-way street, and we need to recognize that the immigrant has things to
share with us as well. Bellerose made a reference to the Old Testament story of Boaz and Ruth and
asked us “How many times are we grateful to people for choosing our country?” He gave the
attendees a new perspective on Christian hospitality in the shifting demographics of our
communities and challenges us to practice biblical hospitality.

Submitted by Janice Vaudry




